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Thirty-nine years ago, H. David (Dave) Kracker experienced his first taste of  what 
is known as barbershop harmony. From the first “goose-bump” raising chord he sang 
to the present time, Dave has been the personification of a “barbershopper.” 

Dave began his barbershop career with the Canton chapter singing with the Hall of 
Fame Chorus. He was a member there for about five years and sang with his first 
quartet, “The Corduroys” prior to moving to Mansfield. And much to his disappoint-
ment, he found that Mansfield had no barbershop chapter. 

Needing his musical fix every week, he joined the Master Singers in Mansfield. 
When other men began the process of forming a barbershop chapter in Mansfield, 
they contacted Dave to become a part of the process. He was a charter member of the 

Mansfield chapter and when the 
S.P.E.B.S.Q.S.A. charter was granted 
in 1974, guess who became the first 
director? 

The chapter put on their first show in 
February 1975 at Malabar High 
School. 

Dave continued to direct the Fun  
Center Chordsmen chorus for the next 
22 years taking them to the District 
Level numerous times. And doing all 
that, he found time to sing in another 
quartet, “Broadway Limited” with 
Frank DeWitt, Jim Smith and Bill 

Herdman. 

But his long tenured quartet experi-
ence belongs to “Home Edition” with 
Jerry Starrett, John Maurer and 
Bill Herdman. They’ve been together 
for 18 years. 

When Dave felt it was time for him to 
step down, he was responsible for 
convincing Mark Blake to take over 
as director in 1999. When Mark had 
to leave us, Dave was on the commit-
tee that interviewed Steve Kovach 
and ultimately acquired Steve as our 
director. 

Dave has been the Assistant Director 
since 1999 and steps in to take over 
when Steve isn’t available. The Fun 
Center Chordsmen are indeed  

Dave Kracker  Johnny Appleseed District  
2007 Barbershopper of the Year 

Dave Kracker receiving 2007 JAD Barbershopper of the Year (BOTY) plaque from 
Bob Crowl, chapter VP Music and Performance. 

See BOTY on page 2 

By R.F. Miller 
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 Believe it or not, there is another Chordsmen as eager to 
get donations to the Dave Kracker Youth in Harmony 
Scholarship Fund as Dave is. It’s hard to believe...but true. 

Our VP Chapter Development, Joe Dove,  took it upon 
himself to talk with Sam’s Club about the grants they may 
distribute each year. When Joe was asked about what the 
grant would support, he was willing and able to give them 
the details of Harmony Camp and what the Fun Center 
Chordsmen do to support that with local scholarships. 

Sam’s Club told Joe the Harmony Camp project would 
qualify and gave him the paper work to complete to request 
a grant. He did just that and received the grant check. The 
following chapter meeting night, Joe called Dave to the 
front and presented him with a check for $500.  

Dave was surprised and grateful for the scholarship fund 
donation. 

In the picture below, Dave is shown receiving the $500 
check from Joe Dove.  

Thanks Joe 
for your ini-
tiative on 
behalf of the 
youth in the 
area that will 
benefit from 
the scholar-
ships this 
will help 
provide. ♫ 

An oldie but goodie chord ringing tag 

fortunate to have two such  capable directors as Steve and 
Dave. Not many other choruses can make that claim.  

Dave has also been known to coach up-coming quartets 
and as a matter of fact, he is solely responsible for naming 
the quartet Bravada. But that’s another story for another 
time.  

I’m his number 12 MON, and he’s my  mentor. He’s been 
a guiding influence in my barbershop career. Dave has 
been an active recruiter for barbershopping from the  
beginning.. He has 14 Man of Note pins to his credit. 

Dave’s barbershop dedication doesn't end there. For the 
past several years he has been very active with the Youth 
in Harmony program. He has served and is still serving as 
chapter Vice President of Youth in Harmony (YIH).  

Over the past years, he was responsible for getting Home  
Edition, Bravada and others to visit local schools in a five 
county area to present the YIH program promoting the 
Buckeye Harmony Camp. 

In September, 2003, the chapter decided to honor Dave’s 
dedication to the YIH program and created the Dave 

Kracker Young Men  in Harmony Scholarship fund.  

For the past two years he has been the Chairman of the  
Buckeye Harmony Camp and he has one more year to 
serve in that capacity.  

So quarteting, directing, coaching, recruiting, organizing, 
and helping young men and women enjoy the thrill of 
barbershopping make Dave Kracker the ideal choice for 
the JAD 2007 Barbershopper of the Year. 

Congratulations Dave!   ♫ 

BOTY continued from page 1 Dave Kracker YIH Scholarship Fund 

Gets big donation 



 Directly Speaking  

 Last month, I talked about your  
sinuses. This time of year it’s easy to 
think about that part of your anatomy 
due to allergies and head colds!  As far 
as proper singing goes, it’s imperative 
that you “ring” those cavities in your 
face as much as possible.  

Singing “above the hand” is a good 
frame of reference to make this happen. 
This month, we’re going to step back-
ward a bit and talk about how to get that 

sound you’re making, up to the ringing sinus cavities you 
have now. 

Breathing is the number one key to…well just about  
everything in life. If you don’t breathe for an extended 
period of time, you’re not going accomplish much of any-
thing through the day. Proper singing and tone quality 
requires a mastery of diaphragmatic breathing. Let’s look 
at the diaphragm and consider how it works for us. 

The diaphragm is a muscle that lies below the lungs and 
above the stomach. Now, by stomach I mean the organ 
that processes our food, not the abdomen or “belly.” For 
some of us…that falls far below the diaphragm. Take a 
look at the following graphic to see just where the  
diaphragm is located  

The diaphragm is the solid line below the lungs.  In real-
ity, the diaphragm is connected all the way around your 
torso. As you expand this area, the diaphragm moves 
downward as it expands outward. When this happens, the 
lungs expand downward to fill in the space that was occu-
pied. When the lungs fall into that space, they will fill up 
with air due to greater air pressure outside of the body. 
The simple explanation is that when the diaphragm is  
expanded, the lungs fill with air. When the diaphragm is 
relaxed, the lungs are emptied of air. 
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By: Steve Kovach ~ Music Director 

The following is another explanation of what happens  
during diaphragmatic breathing.  This is an excerpt from an 
article by Dennis Lewis and was originally published in the 
Authentic Breathing News on November 30, 2004. 

The lungs sit on top of the diaphragm, a very powerful 
muscle which is fixed to the lower ribs, sternum, lumbar 
vertebrae, and so on. When we inhale, and if our dia-
phragm is in good health, it normally contracts, and the 
dome of the diaphragm flattens downward (other move-
ments by the diaphragm in other directions take place as 
well) against the viscera, which allows the lungs to expand 
to receive fresh air.  

When we exhale, the diaphragm relaxes upward (returns 
as a result of its elasticity) against the lungs, helping to 
expel used air from them. In other words, when we are 
breathing well the dome of the diaphragm first contracts 
downward during inhalation to allow the lungs to expand 
more fully, and then relaxes upward pushing on the bottom 
of the lungs and, along with the secondary breathing mus-
cles, helps the lungs empty (except for the residual volume 
that is necessary to keep them from collapsing).  

The changing thoracic pressures, greatly influenced by the 
movements of the diaphragm, help regulate the movement 
of air in and out of our lungs and, of course, through our 
vocal cords. 

Please note that in talking about proper breathing, the chest 
or shoulder muscles have not been mentioned. Raising the 
shoulders actually restricts the lungs air capacity. For this 
reason alone it is imperative that you relax your shoulders 
and allow them to remain in a lower position (as if you are 
holding two heavy weights in your hands).     

If you’re not sure if you are breathing correctly, there are 
two exercises you can try to check yourself. First, raise 
your hands over your head and breathe.  As you breathe, be 
conscious of your diaphragm. You will see that you are 
breathing correctly as it is not physically possible to 
breathe in anyway other than diaphragmatically with your 
hands raised over your head.  

As you breathe, hold one breath in after an inhale. Slowly 
lower your hands to your side and be aware of your  
diaphragm. You will find that it is nicely expanded.  If you 
are able, breathe now with your hands to your sides,  
concentrating on the diaphragm. If you relapse into breath-
ing incorrectly, raise your hands again and go through the 
process.  

A second way to check yourself is to lie down and breathe 
the same way. If you lie on the 

Steve Kovach 

(See Breathe on page 4) 



 Spring has sprung. The grass is 
green, and a young mans fancy turns 
to mowing the grass. 

Not so! It’s time for the annual 
show which is always an exciting 
time for our chorus. Rusty did a 
great job once again on the scripting 
of the show. The music team  
selected really good songs, and they 
are sounded great.  

Everyone is participating by singing or doing something 
that needs to be done to make a good show. The prop 
group crew built the sets for the show and recently, when 
we took a break, we talked about the group as a whole. We 
realized what a diverse group we have. There are teachers, 
preachers skilled tradesmen, an animal doctor, guys who 
work with their hands, business men and sales people, 
some retired and some not. Then the word Brotherhood 
came up. Not much more was said after that, but Brother-
hood says a whole lot about what we are as a group. 

R.F. Miller put it very well when we sang at  Riley  

Dovenbarger’s funeral calling hours. “We don’t like to do 
theses kind of things, but we must.” Why? Because we’re a 
Brotherhood, that’s why. Think of all the things we do 
when we come together: Contest, COTS, Apple Corps, the 
visitation to other choruses, four guys in a quartet singing 
for other folks, and I might add, having fun doing it. We 
belong to the brotherhood of music in four part harmony 
and love every minute of it.  

When you invite someone to come and be a part of our 
chorus, you will be offering all of the above. Every visitor 
will fit in somewhere. I do not attempt to pre-judge anyone 
when I’m talking to them about our chorus.   

I simply ask if they like to SING or would like to try. I talk 
to total strangers with a few simple to the point questions 
to see if I get any interest. I also talk to the wife of the 
stranger, and the conversation can get interesting some-
times.  

Share the fun of the chorus to anyone and everyone, and 
they will learn of the brotherhood of the barbershopping 
family. If you don’t believe me, just look around on  
Monday nights and take delight in all the new friends you 
have made. We are all different but we all fit together.   

Keep inviting others to share the fun of barbershopping and 
watch our numbers grow!.    ♫ 

Joe dove 
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 A Tribute to a  
Chordsman 

floor or a hard surface, it is easier 
to check your breathing. 

Now, as you sing (exhale) you 
must do just that…exhale. If your 
diaphragm is locked in place, you 
are not allowing enough air to 
pass over your vocal chords.  
Sure, some air will escape from 
the lungs, but there will not be a 
strong enough stream to provide a 
strong, well supported tone.   

As you sing, there must be constant motion inward as your 
diaphragm allows the air to escape your lungs. This will 
feel like you’re doing a standing abdominal crunch. You 
should feel as though you are ready for a punch in the 
stomach as you control the escaping air. 

This is really an elementary overview of what it takes to 
master diaphragmatic breathing. I can guarantee you 
though, that if you consider all of these points, you will 
find that you have a controlled flow of air and therefore a 
steady tone.  This is what we’re looking for! ♫ 

Breathe (cont from page 3) 
Barbershopping  

is a brotherhood 

By: Joe Dove ~ VP Chapter Development 

Come, lads, join in, your voices raise, 

His gracious power proclaim, 

O’er endless days in countless ways 

Remains His love the same. 

Divine, He still with us would walk, 

Share both our joy and grief, 

Make merry as we laugh and talk, 

And bring our hearts relief…... 

Now sing, ye lads, let joy abound 

Written for the Fun Center Chordsmen 

March 2002 

By: Harry G. Kemmer 



What a privilege and pleasure it 
has been to be part of the Fun 
Center Chordsmen for the past 
two months. It is blatantly clear 
that each of us put in a lot of 
hours at home getting ready for 
the show. Thanks guys, to each 
and every one of  you! 

It seems to me that we have 
changed quite a bit as a Chorus during the last several 
months. It really is clear that we are making a better effort 
at home practice, which results in better rehearsals with 
Steve. I think Steve was actually pleasantly surprised, at 
least on several occasions, by how well we sounded and 
performed. 

So what is next? I’m not talking about sing outs or  
summer. What is our next step as musicians? How do we 
keep the momentum, the growth the chorus has shown the 
last few months, going? 

How does Steve make his best music? Through his voice? 
As wonderful as he sings, he makes music available to us 
in an even more spectacular way through his mind and his 
hands. Steve uses his hands to convey to us the music his 
mind is already hearing. While I believe that statement is 
true, it is only partly accurate. I think there are times when 
Steve would like to ask us to perform a song as he hears it, 
but he then overrides what he would like to do, because he 
knows we as a chorus will not or cannot deliver it. All the 
emotions you feel about that statement are legitimate and 
accurate, unless one of them is “who cares.”  I experi-
enced a spectrum of those emotions when I realized what 
an opportunity we are missing by restricting what these 
hands are allowed to convey.  

Do those hands have a chain on them that restricts what 
they ask for? Are they allowed to ask for only 10%, 20%, 
50% of what they could request? I have no idea and I 
doubt if Steve even knows.  What would the Chorus sound 
like if those chains were removed?  What impact would 
our music have then? 

How do we set Steve’s hands free! With CPR. Challenge 
yourself to get better! Practice at home! come to  
Rehearsal! 

Be better today than you were yesterday and better tomor-
row than you are today.  How can we apply that to our 
barbershop performance? Think about it.  See you at  
rehearsal.   ♫ 

Tom Hoover ~ Bass 
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The hands tell the story 

By: Tom Hoover 

After a bit of a slow start, I’m happy to report that we’re 
getting some action with our YIH efforts. There are many 
of the 35 choral teachers contacted in our five-county area 
who just don’t respond, and I’m sure there are many good 
reasons for some of them. To date, presentations have 
been completed at: 

Crestview HS (Trevor was the first on board) ~ Lexington 
HS ~ New London HS ~ Mansfield Sr. HS and Mapleton. 
Those scheduled are at Madison HS. Prospects are Madi-
son JH, Northmor, and Buckeye Central. 

In a final report, I’ll fill you in on how many different 
members participated in this year’s presentations. But for 
now, I want to tell you about a very special treat that I had 
personally when we did New London HS on April 22nd. 

This school is outside of our normal territory, but we had a 
special request from a choral director there by the name of 
Kelly (Cates) Knowlton. Since that school is  
located just across the Ashland County line in Huron 
County, we agreed, and with Dan Strader filling in for 
Jerry, Home Edition filled the request. The high school 
choral director there is Kathleen Matter, a friend of 
Trevor’s, and she was most gracious in her repeated 
thanks to us for making the special effort involved.  Her 
students were very responsive also, and really surprised us 
with some real enthusiastic singing of Run to the City of 
Refuge at the end of class! 

But then came the real surprise.  Kelly is the elementary 
music teacher at New London, but her classroom is in the 
high school immediately next to the room we were in with 
the high school students.  Kathleen pleaded with us to stay 
for a few more minutes to sing for her junior high  
students who were in the next class.  Just as we were 
ready to sing “Hello Mary Lou,” in paraded Kelly’s 45  
kindergarten students!  They sat on the floor in front of the 
older students and seemed very entertained by our singing, 
including Kelly’s calling out our favorite name in SF Bay 
Blues!   

THEN came my treat and big surprise.  The other guys 
and the two teachers had left the room ahead of me as the 
kindergarten students began leaving the room.  As I stood 
near the door, I suddenly realized that these little eyes 
were staring at me.  As soon as I began speaking to them, 
a number of them came directly to me to say “I really 
liked your song!”.  And then, a number of them simply 
began to give me a hug.  It was one of the greatest rewards 
I have ever had for doing a YIH presentation! Another 
lesson that sometimes going out of your way can hold 
amazing results and benefits.  Sure made my day! ♫ 

YIH update 
By: Dave Kracker ~ VP YIH 



Each year, at the JAD Spring Convention, chapters are  
recognized for their contribution to the Harmony Founda-
tion. This year, the Mansfield Chapter again received a 
Bronze award for per member contributions of $22.87.  

An increase in membership in the Ambassadors of Song 
program will help us reach the Silver or Gold level of our 
contribution. At the end of each year, we total the giving by 
Ambassadors of Song members and along with the amount 
collected from “passing the hat,” we report that amount to 
the District Officers. 

Please give serious thought to becoming an Ambassador of 
Song. It’s as easy as $5 to $10 a month automatically billed 
to a credit card or you may make a one time annual dona-
tion. And remember, you can designate up to 30 percent to 
be returned to your district and/or chapter, split in percent-
age increments. 

We have 12 members of our chapter who are already listed 
on the Ambassadors of Song Honor Roll. According to an 
email I received from Ev Nau, of the Harmony Foundation, 
he wishes every chapter would do what the Mansfield 
Chapter is doing with the Ambassador of Song program. ♫ 
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 This is a great time to make 
sure that everyone under-
stands the difference between 
singing smart, and singing 

well. These two techniques 
should be our personal guide 
every time we perform before 
an audience, sing in a small 
group, or rehearse on any 

given Monday evening. 

Let’s begin by emphasizing something that Steve and 
Dave share with us all the time. They constantly encour-
age each of us to sing well. The more we make this  
happen, the better our vocal production default will  
become.  

I don’t need to go into all the details as to how this can be 
made to happen. You already have the game plan. All you 
have to do is work hard each time we are together and do 
your part in your personal two-foot-square. This includes 
no hero singing. 

Next, let’s take a look at singing smart. This one is every 
bit as important as singing well. In fact, taking the per-
sonal responsibility to sing smart will make a HUGE 
contribution to singing well.  

Singing smart is nothing more than backing off or 
“Watermeloning” those parts of a given number that you 
do not know. There you have it. If you don’t know either 
words or notes, or both in a given song, simply Sing smart 
and don’t sing. You will be making a bigger contribution 
to vocal production that you can imagine, and Steve, as 
well as those around you will appreciate your efforts.  

These two important techniques are paramount if good 
constant vocal production is to happen. If you haven’t 
tried it, why not give it a go. You would be surprised at 
how many of your fellow barbershoppers are doing it. 
With a little practice, only you will know, and the chorus 
will sound so much better.   ♫ 

Notes and “quotes” 

By: Bob Crow ~ VP Music and Performance 

Desire is the key to motivation, but it's 

the determination and commitment to 

an unrelenting pursuit of your goal ~  

a commitment to excellence ~  

that will enable you to attain  

the success you seek.  
Mario Andretti 

Bob Crowl 

Mansfield Chapter receives award for 

Harmony Foundation contribution 

By: R.F. Miller 

One comes to believe whatever one  

repeats to oneself sufficiently often, 

whether the statement be true or false. 

It comes to be the dominating thought 

in one's mind. 
Robert Collier 



In preparation for “DOIN D.C.”  we 
had been  rehearsing as often as possi-
ble. We worked on new songs and 
polished old ones and worked  with 
Bravada to go over our double quartet 
songs. But it hasn’t been easy.  Work 
schedules and illnesses have taken 
their toll. 

On Thursday, April 17, we sang at  
Hospice in Ashland County. This is a 

wonderful facility in a rural setting south of Ashland.  The 
staff was so glad we had come.  This is a twelve room 
facility and we would be able to sing for eight of the  
residents.  Our original plan was to go room to room and 
finish after about 30 minutes and then practice in room 
they provided for us.  The 30 minutes turned into an hour 
and a half and the practice was shortened to 45 minutes.  
But, what an enjoyable hour and a half we had. 

Each room was a different story, personality, and, of 
course, level of attentiveness. In many of the rooms, a 
couple songs weren’t enough which is why our stay was 
longer. I wish I could describe the happenings in each 
room but you just can’t put into words. It was a heart  
issue. The families and nurses were so appreciative of our 
visit and told us in an e-mail the next day that one gentle-
man had been unresponsive all day until we sang for him.   

This morning, Tuesday, April 22, we were supposed to go 
to Mapleton High School for a Harmony Camp promotion, 
but found that they were going to be on shortened periods 
and that doesn’t work for our presentation.   

New London had requested a visit because Rusty Cates’ 
daughter, Kelly, is a teacher there.  New London is in 
Huron County and is out of the our normal five-county 
area. With the Mapleton cancellation Dave contacted New 
London and made arrangements to go there today. 

Our lead, Jerry Starrett, was unable to go with us so we 
recruited Dan Strader who obligingly filled in. What a 
beautiful day for a drive in the country with each farm a 
post card scene. The students were great listeners and 
when it came time for singing tags they really put them-
selves into it. One of the students is going back to camp 
for the third year and another signed up for her first year.   

We also did Mansfield Senior this past Thursday which 
we enjoy every year.   ♫ 

“The Blend” quartet 
entertained at a birth-
day party on Saturday 
night, April 19, at St. 
Ma r y ’ s  C a t ho l i c 
Church.  

When I was contacted 
about performing for a 
birthday party, the 
name of the celebrant 
was mentioned and I 
thought I recognized the 
name but wasn’t sure. 

We arrived in time to warm up under the critical eye of 
Jackie Starrett and Tina McDanial. They also provided 
the voice over “Hey Stupid” when we sang San Francisco 
Bay Blues. 

When we were introduced, I saw Carol Tschantz and  
immediately recognized her as someone I used to work 
with at Sprint. After hugs and greetings, we got down to the 
business of singing. 

We opened with “It’s a Brand New Day” and the audience 
showed their appreciation with a round of sustained  
applause. You can tell when a group is going to be fun to 
entertain, and this group was into it. They worked with us 
during the entire performance.  

Since “The Blend” had a visiting lead singer, we made him 
work for the honor of singing with us. We sang lots of 
songs featuring the lead. And as usual, Jerry Starrett, of 
Home Edition did us proud as we sang our way through 
the show. And of course there were lots of “true stories.” 

At the conclusion of the program, Carol told us how much 
she appreciated our singing and wanted to make sure she 
had her picture taken with the quartet. As we posed for the 
picture, cameras came out of no-where to take more  
pictures. So we held our pose until all photographs had 
been taken. There was even a video camera rolling most of 
the night. 

Bravada extends another big “thanks for a job well done” to 
our Rent-a-lead Jerry Starrett. Without his willingness to 
join us for the gigs we had on the books, we would have 
had to cancel them.  

“The Blend” has one more performance on May 9 for a 
Mother’s Day banquet in Crestline.   ♫ 

Home Edition 
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Home Edition 

Brightens the day for many at Hospice 

By: Bill Herdman ~ Bass ~ Home Edition 

Quartet Corner 

By: R.F. Miller ~ Bravada ~ Bari 

“The Blend” quartet 
75% Bravada  25% Home Edition 

Tim Brandt, Jerry Starrett, Carol 

Tschantz, Bob Crowl, R.F. Miller 
 

Photo by: Tina McDanial 
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The annual show is an excellent time to invite guys to join 
us in our chorus. People see our flyers and hear the radio 
spots. As we sell tickets, we must remember to invite guys 
and their families to come for a visit at our open house.  

Snacks are needed for the evening. Please, everyone bring 
something to share. We need Veggies and dip, potato chips 
and dip, cookies and the good brownies someone makes.  
Meat balls in sauce and the small wieners with sauce. The 
snacks families have made in the past  are needed and will 
be greatly appreciated. 

Entertainment for the event could include, the new VLQ, 
the double quartet, Home Edition and Bravada. I will get to 
the people involved for a line up of the open house. 

Please wear the red FCC golf shirts and name badges. We 
also need a few greeters at the door and the setup crew for 
the risers. We will get a sign up sheet out soon to get the 
evening coordinated in the coming weeks. The main thing 
for the moment is to INVITE, INVITE and invite again. So 
put on your “smiley face” and extend your hand  in friend-
ship and talk to people. 

MAY the 12th, that’s  two Mondays after our annual show. 
“So let’s get going right away and invite all we know right 
now” That sounds almost like a TAG. ♫ 

Chordsmen host an  

Open House Monday, May 12 

Every year, just before the show, Joe Dove, Dick Gahm 

and Bob Crowl get their “assignment” so to speak, for the 
set that is to be built for the show. What follows is – well 
you would just have to be there when the planning session 
starts.  

Questions abound as to how in the world the required 
pieces can be built. Next, one side of Bob’s barn is cleared 
for the beginning of construction.  

All of this is fol-
lowed by the cutting 
of huge sheets of 
cardboard, making 
piles of wood firing 
strips, and getting 
more tools out than 
the three of them can 
use. Of course, as all 
of this is taking 
place, the big door is 
up and the CD player 

is up to full volume so the people in Mansfield can hear 
the Barbershop playing as the set building progresses.  

All of a sudden, things begin to look like what Rusty had 
asked for. Wow! How did that happen! Oh well, now it is 
time to paint. Don’t forget the duct tape. You know, it is 
absolutely amazing the mis-
takes that can be hidden with 
duct tape. It now comes in 
colors, and we use several 
each year. 

All in all, the building of the 
props for the show is a fun 
time that all three of the guys 
look forward to each year. 
Barbershop is a brotherhood 
of guys that like to get  
together, even if they are not 
singing, but listening to bar-
bershop as they are doing 
something else. The building 
process has moved into high 
tech this year. The guys are 
using Battery powered drills, and screws with washers 
instead of staples.  

Putting on a show is a whole lot more that learning new 
music and getting on stage to sing for an audience. The 
real fun is in the journey to get to Show Time. I hope you 
all have enjoyed the experience as much as we have. ♫ 

Sometimes, barbershop  

is more than singing 

By: Bob Crowl  and the crew 

Rusty wanted a “Hot Dog” wagon so 

Dick, Joe and Bob begin construction 

The wagon is almost complete 

including a PINK umbrella 

Diane and I, along with Mike 
and Judy Craze will be  
taking the JABS trip to Spain 
and Portugal this September. 
We would love to have a few 
more Mansfield Chapter  
couples along for the fun.   

I will be directing the singers 
this year and am aware that we have room for approxi-
mately 10 more persons. We have also notified area Sweet 
Adeline chapters and may be including women singers for 
the first time ever in some or all of our songs.   

We will be gone for around 12 days and will be flying out 
of Newark, NJ. Our first meeting will be held on May 18th 
in Columbus. Signing up must be done fairly soon, so 
please contact me if you would like to learn more about 
this trip.     ♫ 

Johnny Appleseed Barbershop Singers 

invite you to visit  

Spain and Portugal 

By: Dave Kracker ~ JABS Trip Music Director 



There’s an old saying that goes, 
“nothing is certain except death and 
taxes.” That’s not exactly true. We can 
add one more category to that list. 
That is “change.” 

How does change affect us? We 
change our address, phone number, 

job, car, clothes, church, habits and among other things, 
our minds.   

Change is a constant in our lives. Sometimes we like the 
change, and sometimes we don’t. At times we are the 
change agent and make change happen. And at other 
times, we are the recipient of change. Either way, it affects 
us.  It’s not so much how the change affects us, but rather 
how we react to the change.  

We’ve all experienced this process of change when Steve 
makes adjustments in the songs we sing. But we roll with 
it and adjust to the change. Does it affect us? Of course it 
does, but we relearn the song with the changes. And the 
song works better. 

Some folks may be forced to change jobs due to lay offs or 
downsizing. But they keep on keeping on. And life goes 
on. 

We’ve experienced a big change in the way the Barber-
shop Harmony Society does business. They not only 
changed their address but their computer programming as 
well. Boy, did that affect us! But we have reacted to the 
change in a positive manner and things are getting better. 

Now the point to ponder about change is this. Knowing 
that change is a part of life, prepare now to react to the 
change. When change happens, we have a choice on how it 
will affect us. We can get “bent out of shape” about it or 
we can “roll with the punches” and make the best of it. 

The Music Team saw this happen when we instituted the 
“Taping for Improvement”  prior to contest and shows. It 
was a tough change to cope with but the chorus is scoring 
higher now in contest than before the process. 

The better we react to change the less stress we have in our 
lives. The less stress, the lower the blood pressure and the 
longer we live. So it’s a win, win situation. 

So stop to smell the roses, react positively to change and 
enjoy life to the fullest.   ♫ 

Page 9 The Chordsmen Chronicle May 2008 

An editorial 
By R.F. Miller - Editor 

Points to ponder 

Home Edition  

John Maurer (T) (419) 289-3635 (Contact) 
Jerry Starrett (L) 

Bill Herdman (B) 

Dave Kracker (Br) 

     
 Bravada  

Tim Brandt (T) 

Lee Hull (L) 

Bob Crowl (B) 

R.F. Miller (Br) (419) 884-2441 (Contact) 
 

Mem’ries 
Gary Oswalt (T) 

Frank Kovacs (L) 

Mike Craze (B) (419) 566-3772 (Contact) 
Ed Sterle (Br) 

Chordsmen Quartets  

 

New Member Sponsor Man of Note # 

Tom Hoover  Rusty Cates 5 

Lorin Weaver  Walt Jewett 1 

   

May BirthdaysMay BirthdaysMay BirthdaysMay Birthdays    

Ambassador of Song honor roll 

R.F. Miller 

Ed Hoffmann 

Lee Cook 

Walt Jewett 

Chris Rumas  

Bill Wolfe 

Dave Kracker 

Mike Craze 

Dan Strader 

Joe Dove 

Bruce VanHesteren 

Roger Humbert 

Man of Note honor roll 

• May 12 ~ Tom Nixon 

 

• May 21 ~ Ben Cates 

 

• May 22 ~ Bob Conrad 



Special  
Performances 
and Noteworthy 

Events for 2008 

♦ Date: Saturday May 3 

Time: All day 
Event: FCC Annual show 
Location: Renaissance Theatre 

♦ Date: Monday May 19 

Time: Meet 6:30 Sing 7:00 
Event: Chordsmen Salute to Veterans 
Location: 1st Congo 
Uniform: Black with Red FCC Logo   

♦ Date: Monday May 26 
Time: Meet 10:00 Sing 11:00 
Event: Memorial Day Service 
Location: Mansfield Cemetery 
Uniform: Black with Red FCC Logo  

♦ Date: Thursday thru Saturday  
    June 12-14 
Time: All day 
Event: Apple Corps Music Camp 2008 
Location: Kenyon College 

President 
 Dan Strader 
Music Director 

 Steve Kovach  
Assistant  Director 

 Dave Kracker 
VP Music & Performance 

 Bob Crowl 
VP Chapter Development 

 Joe Dove 
VP Marketing & PR 

 R.F. 'Bob' Miller  
VP YIH 

 Dave Kracker 
Secretary 

 Bill Wolfe 
Treasurer: 

 Dan Noe 
Immediate Past President 
 Rusty Cates 
Board Members at Large: 

Bruce VanHesteren  
Tim Hershey 
Mike Craze 
Tom Webb 

Editor:  Editor:  Editor:  Editor:  R.F. ‘Bob’ Miller 

330 Sherwood Dr 
Lexington, OH  44904 
Phone: 419-884-2441 
Email: rfmiller@neo.rr.com 

Harmony for  

life… 

Chordsmen Chronicle 

May 2008  Issue 

2008 Chapter 
Leadership 

This award winning bulletin  
printed in cooperation with our 
friends at: 
The Ontario UPS Store   

2152 Walker Lake Rd 
Mansfield, OH 44903   
Phone:  419-756-4800 

The Fun Center Chordsmen 

Mansfield's Barbershop 

 Harmony Chorus 

www.funcenterchordsmen.com 
 

We meet every Monday 

night at 7:00 PM at the First  

Congregational Church,  640 

Millsboro Rd. (corner of 

Marion Ave. and Millsboro 

Rd) in Mansfield.  

Visitors and guests are  

always welcome 

Unless otherwise credited, all articles and 
photos are by R. F. Miller 

♦ Date: Thursday June 19 
Time: Meet 7:00 Sing 8:00 
Event: Brookside Park in Ashland 
Uniform: Black with Red FCC Logo 

♦ Date: Monday June 23 
Time: Meet 6:00 Sing 7:00 
Event: Bicentennial Sister Cities  
 Celebration 
Location: Holiday Inn 
Uniform: Black with White Long 
 Sleeve shirt, Red Vest and black 
 bow tie. 

♦ Date: Thursday July 17 
Time: Meet 6:15 Sing at 7:00 
Event: Crestline Gazebo entertainment 
Location: Gazebo in Crestline 
Uniform: Black with Red FCC Logo 
**********************************
*** 

NOTE: Uniform: Black = black shoes, black 

socks, black pants and black belt.  


