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Bravada JAD Novice Quartet Champions
Cadillac Jack
takes District Quartet Championship

Bravada

2008 Johnny Appleseed District
Novice Quartet Champions
L-R: Tim Brandt (T) Bob Crowl (B)
Trevor Garrabrant (L) R.F. Miller (Br)

Bravada had a goal in the very first district quartet
competition they entered. It was to .To
accomplish that goal, for several months they worked hard
on the basics of barbershopping. Concentrating on such
things as breath control, vowel targets, matching voices,
embellishments, interpretation and unit sound, they worked
two songs into the ground.

They credit not only their work ethic but also the work of
the two coaches that helped them prepare for the contest.
The first coach was and still is, Steve Kovach. The mem-
bers of Bravada make every effort to be in attendance at
the Monday night chorus rehearsals and then implement
what Steve teaches on a regular basis. In addition to the
Monday night sessions, Steve coached them on the inter-
pretation of the two songs.

See Bravada on page 2

Photos by
Kari Kovach

Cadillac Jack

2008 Johnny Appleseed District Quartet Champions
L-R: Steve Kovach (Br) Richard Brooks (B)
Michael Harrison (L) Carl J. Cash III (T)

adillac Jack's story continues...We worked, planned,

learned, coached and sang a ton over the course of
three months. We're happy to say that we reached our mile-
stone—we're proud to be the 2008 Johnny Appleseed
District Quartet Champs!

What a great weekend. We all got together on Friday to sing
a bit and get in the performance mindset. That's a hard task
after a day's work and driving to Columbus.

It's important to spend some time singing through the music
imagining yourself on stage. That way when you hit the
stage, it feels like it's not the first time.

So Friday late afternoon we sang through our two songs and
felt pretty good about what we had put together. We dressed
and headed to the Jeanne B. McCoy

‘ See Jack on page 3 |
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Bravada continued from page 1

The Monday prior to the contest, Bravada presented their
contest package to the chorus members. Steve then gave
them just a couple of additional critiques about the begin-
ning of the ballad and the tempo of the up-tune. They say
that helped a lot.

Following the work that Steve had laid out for them, they
were coached by Mark Stock. Mark is a Singing Judge
candidate and was well qualified to put the final on
the two songs and the
quartet presentation.

They readily admit that
after the first two hour
coaching session with
Mark, they were physi-
cally exhausted. But all
" agreed that the sound
had greatly improved.

Mark Stock coaches Bravada’s lead
and bass while the tenor and bari
listen and learn

The entire session was
recorded and CDs were
made. They listened to

the CD and implemented Mark’s coaching strategy prior
to their next regular rehearsal. The following week, Mark
again gave his expertise to the quartet in the final session
prior to contest. Mark gave them coaching on how to enter
the stage, take the pitch and begin the song as well as how
to take applause.

Bravada extends sincere thanks to their coaches Steve and
Mark, for the time spent preparing them. The coaching
prepared them to not only but also to out
score eight other quartets in the competition and capture
the 2008 JAD Novice Quartet Championship.

The contest got underway 30 minutes late due to technical
difficulties. Bravada, number 23 in the draw, was
originally scheduled to sing at 9:54 PM but didn’t take the
stage until almost 10:45 PM. The evals began for them at
1:35 AM.

Each judge spent
about 10 minutes
with them and gave
them many sugges-
; tions for improve-
BI= ment. The evals
W8 ended at 2:15 and
" they headed home.
& Arriving back in
gl Mansfield at 3:30
Domino Effect AM, they were

2007 Novice Quartet Champs | aware that they had
presents the Molly Regan Novice | finished first in the
Quartet Champion trophy to Novice category but
Bravada knew little else

about what was in store for them. None of them knew of the
trophy that they had earned or the official presentation that
was to take place.

Saturday night, the 2007 JAD Novice Quartet Champs,
Domino Effect, presented Bravada with the large “Molly
Reagan” Novice Championship Trophy. Due to prior com-
mitments, Tim and Trevor could not be available for the
Saturday night event, so R.F. and Bob received the trophy
for Bravada.

It was then that the accomplishment they had worked so
hard for really hit home. The trophy will stay with them
until the fall convention next year. At that time, Bravada
will present the trophy to the new novice quartet champion
and receive their framed certificate indicating their accom-
plishment in 2008.

Bravada appreciates the Chordsmen who gave them encour-
agement and support for the contest. A

FCC represented on JABS tour

By: Dave Kracker

Diane and I had the pleasure of taking our third Johnny
Appleseed Barber Shoppers (JABS) trip recently. It was a
wonderful venture with 39 other barbershoppers from our
area plus a few of their friends. Mike and Judy Craze were
the other FCC folks along, and they had two lady friends
from Mansfield join them. Several members of the Singing
Buckeye Chorus and their wives made the jaunt, but we had
members of choruses from West Virginia, Pennsylvania,
and Michigan along, too.

Of the 41 persons in the group, 21 were singers, and they
really performed at a very respectable level, given that we
were just a random group of travelers. I was given the honor
of directing the group this year. And though my opinion
may be a bit biased, I think this crew was the best yet of our
three tours when it came to quality singing.

By design, we did not seek to have any planned singing
engagements, preferring to pick our spots as we saw them.
Our guide caught on to this plan and began telling us ahead
of time that he had specified places in mind even before we
arrived. He was a good singer himself, but he just about
croaked when I asked him to sing a tag with us at our final
dinner gathering! He did, and the group loved it. He then
gave out with one of his favorite lines along the way when
we complimented his work, saying “I’ll tell my mother
what you said!”

Our trip was 12 days in length including the two long travel
days going and coming. It takes about eight hours on aver-
age to cross the Atlantic by air. We

See Jabs on page 5§
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Jack continued from page 1

Community Center for the Arts, the most beautiful
theater in which the District Contest had ever been held. It
was a treat to sing there.

Our time came to head to the ready room back stage and
we sang a bit more there. We felt ready. Stage time came
and we did our thing. Now, once you make your way onto
the stage, things become a blur. I've talked in the past
about hitting the default performance level. That is, when
you sing on stage, the very best you've ever sung in
rehearsal rarely makes the stage performance.

In the heat of the battle, your stage performance will be
your performance in rehearsal. I really find this to
be true. And it was true for Cadillac Jack. Our Friday
night hit was about 90% of what we to bring to the
stage. Overall we were pleased. It was great to get the first
hit as a quartet under our belts. That was our public
performance.

Saturday night, the concept of the stage default level
unfortunately, proved to be true. We were not especially
pleased with our stage performance that night. As a matter
of fact, I (we) believe we won the contest in spite of our
second song.

Looking back, there are things we should have done
differently with that arrangement. And we will for the
Prelims Contest. But that is what contest is all about...
sing, see what the judges say, make adjustments and try
the songs again at the next contest (if you decide to keep
the song and not dump it).

During the call-off back stage, I didn't know what to
expect, really. As they called the fifth, fourth, third, and
second place quartets to the stage, I was ready to hear

for any of those. When we didn't hear our
name called, I was stunned. Really! I didn't expect or plan
to win that contest. I wanted to go out and sing well and
make a great showing to the District. What a great feeling
to be that last quartet backstage waiting to hear your name
called as District Quartet Champs.

So I was surprised at the result. I listened to the other quar-
tets in the contest on Saturday night and there was a lot of
great singing. And looking at the scores, it was a close con-
test. I feel fortunate to have sung with six really talented
guys in Uptown Sound and Cadillac Jack, the two times I
competed at District Contest. I'm honored to be mentioned
in their company.

This is, as 1 stated earlier, a milestone for Caddy
Jack. This is not a "goal accomplished." To me, a goal is
something at the end—there's finality to the word. As a
quartet, we're always moving forward in the race so there
really isn't a goal or a final destination.

Even the elusive international gold medal isn't a final
goal. After that, a quartet will go on to be ambassadors of
the Barbershop Society. They may go on to teach, coach
and perform across the world. It's never ending.

The "goal" of a quartet should be to find three friends
you want to sing with for a long, long time. Fortunately for
me goal was reached when Cadillac Jack was
formed. We look forward to our future as JAD Champs and
beyond! s

A tag that rings

24. Last Night Was The End Of The World
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Bob Brock
Sung by the Four Renegades, 1962
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The gold rush in Mansfield
begins on Monday night

By: Tom Hoover ~ Bass

ellow barbershoppers, did you

know that “Gold” has been found in
Mansfield? Are you surprised that the
newspaper, television or internet has not
broadcast the news? The location of
these wonderful nuggets is definitely a
well kept secret. Only a select few are in
the know about when and where to find
these glimmering, glittering beauties.

i
Tom Hoover

who can see and pickup the wonderful gems. After being
exposed to them it has been confirmed that people have
been known to rejoice in song, clap their hands, stomp
their feet and explode with laughter.

Be happy! For you are one of those few

Where can you find them? Well there are actually two
places where these wonderful objects exist. First, they can
be found on a weekly basis from 7:00 PM to 9:30 PM
during a Chordsmen rehearsal. Please be aware that these
gems are sporadically thrown to the crowd without warn-
ing and with great impact. “Duck and Dodge” is a good
principle to keep in mind if one of these objects is hurled
your way. The good news is that if you receive one of
these luxurious items, and truly claim it as your own; you
will never sing the same way again.

They are called “Steve’s Truisms.” What in the heck is a
“Steve’s Truism?” I’'m glad you asked that question.

Each Monday evening Steve shares his insights and
knowledge about barbershop with everyone who desires to
come and listen to him. Occasionally, one of his instruc-
tions to us becomes a “truism”. You know something that
should be considered true in all instances unless Steve
specifically says it doesn’t apply. In other words, apply
this truth to all songs unless Steve says we shouldn’t.

Where else can we find these truths? The Chordsmen
website contains a copy of the document that we can all
download. Please download the document and read it. In
addition to the “Truisms,” it also contains some sugges-
tions regarding how it can be used to help us claim
“Steve’s Truisms” as our very own. I am suggesting we,
as individuals, should start claiming “Steve’s Truisms”
regarding how to sing barbershop.

I hope you find “Steve’s Truisms” useful. In particular, I
hope you come to rehearsal and hear Steve say the truism
in person. Maybe some more “Nuggets of Gold” will be
tossed our way. Until then “sing with heart and sing
chords.” 5

The Chordsmen Chronicle
says farewell to a long time friend
By: R.F. Miller

Paula Henwood has been a friend of
the Chordsmen Chronicle and many
members of the Fun Center Chords-
men for a number of years. As a matter
of fact, with the exception of the year
2000, Paula has printed the Chronicle
each and every month since.

Shortly after the UPS store on Lexing-
ton Avenue opened for business, Paula
joined Chris Laux and began printing
Paula Henwood | the Chronicle. Paula was the kind of

person that wouldn’t settle for less than
perfection. In the past, she has caught several typo’s and
other errors made by your editor and for some reason got
past the proof reader.

Paula wanted each Chronicle to be as perfect as possible.
And because of that attitude, she, along with others, share
the accomplishment of having the Chronicle win the JAD
BETY award five times and the International Bulletin
Contest in 2006 based on bulletins published in 2005.

Paula moved to the UPS store in Ontario late last year and
continued to print the Chronicle.

Paula has clocked out of the UPS store for the last time. She
has accepted a position with Farley Peoples Insurance
Agency. Paula has trained her replacement so we hope that
the Chronicle will continue to be printed in the same
manner as in the past.

Thanks Paula, for your professional assistance for the past
seven plus years. Best of luck in your new position. J

Back in the day
July 2001

Uptown Sound was Nash-
ville bound to compete in
the International Quartet
competition. The quartet
consisted of Jeff Archer
(T), David Calland (L),
Steve Denino (B) and Steve
Kovach (Br),

As a result of the competition, Uptown Sound became the
2001 International Silver Medalist quartet from the Johnny
Appleseed District.
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Meet Marcus Parker
the most recent new member

By: R.F. Miller

Marcus Parker is really no stranger
to the Fun Center Chordsmen. He has
been attending for several months
while trying to decide to join or not.
He has made the right decision.

Marcus describes himself as just a
good ole country boy who likes help-
ing others and working on cars. He
was born in Mansfield but grew up in
Johnsville. He graduated from North-
mor High School and Pioneer CTC.

‘ Marcus Parker

He admits to having no formal music or vocal training but
is eager to learn. He was asked the question, “what made
you consider joining the Chordsmen?”

One day, as I installed a unit for a soft water company, the
customer, Chris Rumas, came up to me and started talk-
ing about a "Singing Valentine." I thought to myself, why
would you do something like that?

My mom and dad went to a Chordsmen annual show and
when they got home, they preceded to tell me how awe-
some the group sounded. I knew I needed to find out more.
Knowing Bob Sauder was in the group, I stopped in to
talk to him and he invited me to a meeting.

When I arrived I was greeted with a warm and sincere wel-
come. When Steve started directing us, I saw how much
fun everyone was having and I knew I wanted to join.

When Valentine’s Day came around, I became part of the
VLQ. We sang at a school and as we were leaving,
there was a young boy who had problems and his teacher.
We offered to sing a song to the boy. She said he didn't do
well with loud noises, so if we could sing softly that would
be great. As we sang to the boy you could see the joy in
his face. It was at that moment that I knew why you guys
do what you do.

Those are feelings you don't soon forget. I guess in saying
all that, the thing that attracted me the most to the Fun
Center Chordsmen was, and is, the goose bump feeling I
get every time we lock a chord.

Like Steve says "get addicted to that sound" and I am. I
look forward to getting goose bumps every week.

[ed]

JABS continued from page 2

were in Spain seven days, and Portugal five days. We usu-
ally stayed in each hotel two nights and traveled in a very
comfortable bus to locations within the cities we were in or
to nearby places of interest.

In Spain, we were in Madrid, Avila, Segovia, Toledo, Gra-
nada, Cordoba, and Sevilla. We saw walled cities that were
occupied by the Roman Empire over 1000 years ago.

The churches we saw were spectacular, but my favorite was
a mosque that had been taken over by the Christians. While
the conquering folks in those days typically tore down any
existing churches, this mosque was so beautiful that it was
spared. It was so huge that the Christians built a very large
church within the mosque!

We visited a Royal Palace in Madrid that had 2,800 rooms.
We saw a Roman Aqueduct in Avila. El Greco paintings,
marble carvings, mosaics, and frescoes seemingly every-
where we went.

Portugal felt almost a bit like Florida. When we arrived in
Faro, we saw the Atlantic on it’s western coast and the
Mediterranean Sea at its southern edge. As opposed to the
millions of olive trees that we saw in Spain, Portugal has its
cork trees which are easily recognized by their red trunks,
caused by the skinning off of the cork.

The other city we visited was Lisbon from where Christo-
pher Columbus and Luigi sailed back in 1492. Most of the
group flew back to the USA out of Lisbon, but Diane and I
went on to Germany where we spent another nine wonder-
ful days visiting my family members and a family with
whom my daughter and son-in-law lived from 1994 to 1996
when Jim was stationed near Frankfurt. We had a great time
with them including a lazy lunchtime on the Rhine River.

We closed out our trip by visiting some towns a little
further north of Frankfurt from where some of Diane’s rela-
tives emigrated. We had at least one of those great bakery
pretzels and a pilsner beer every day.

We found a great cookie in Aachen called a “printen”, had a
fun train ride along the Rhine, and survived quite a few
miles on their autobahns. All in all, the trip was a wonderful
experience. 3

Bring talent to the team

By: Price Pritchett
Strive for continuous improvement—the Japanese
call it —so the team never stops growing.
Keep getting better at your craft, and you can do
more to help the team chalk up higher scores. Any
time you level off in your learning, the potential of
the overall group flattens out a little more. And
teamwork always takes a hit whenever people start
to lose their touch.
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Notes and Quotes

By: Bob Crowl ~ VP Music and Performance

Have you ever noticed how the
newspapers try to sensationalize
something that otherwise would
not get the attention it truly de-
serves? We see it in the daily
headlines and on all the television
news programs. So why bring this
up here?

b o
Bob Crowl

Imagine that you are looking at
your local newspaper and the headline reads, LOCAL
BARBERSHOP CHORUS TO FINALIZE 2009 SHOW
TUNES. The story that follows might read like this.

! "H#iS

% !
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A perfect example of the point I am trying to make. This
chorus is on the move, and each of us has an important
part in the process. Look back a few years and imagine a
time when the Fun Center Chordsmen would even
consider trying to prep for the annual show and work on a
recording project at the same time.

The little blurb above has several meanings included in its
short paragraph. First, the Music Team has some hard
decisions to make for our next show. There are so many
great songs that fit the theme that it’s really hard to pick
and choose.

Second, the final list will be sure to get you excited as we
begin prep for the show. Third, we will continue to work
on the songs for the CD. This is going to be a lengthy
process that could last into next summer. It is all contin-
gent on how long it will take the chorus to get the chosen
numbers ready.

Finally, and certainly not least is the reference about
planning and working ahead. We will do all we can to help
with schedules, but the plan will require each of us to
work at home and come to Monday rehearsals prepared to
do our individual part to move the learning process to the
next level.

Remember the quote from last month. Be one of the
Chordsmen that comes to Monday rehearsal to make
things happen. By

Special community performances

By: Rusty Cates ~ Chorus Manager

The Christmas season is a special time for = ==

the Mansfield Chapter, and no less than . :
two performances are already on the S48~ 2
schedule. ;

The Christmas music we will perform this é
year is the same music that the Chordsmen

have sung for over thirty years. With a little brush up, and
individual practice, most of our singers should have a good
chance of performing these holiday numbers without hold-
ing the music.

The Chordsmen will all wear black shoes, pants, and belt.
What you wear “above the belt” is up to you, but it should
look “holiday festive”.

Check the back of the Chronicle for the details and dates.

Christmas Repertoire

Jingle Bells*

We Wish You a Merry Christmas*
Silent Night*

Lo, How a Rose*

Hark the Herald Angels Sing*
Angels We Have Heard on High*
While By My Sheep*

O Come All Ye Faithful*

Lullay Thou Little Tiny Child*

It Came Upon a Midnight Clear
Secret of Christmas
AMEN

)* i

By: R.F. Miller

What does Thanksgiving mean to you? Is it just another
holiday? Is it just a time to gather around a big table with
the family and partake of a delicious meal and then watch
football? Is it just another day off from work?

Hopefully it’s more than that. We live in a free capitalistic
society with many individual freedoms. We can succeed
or fail as we choose. We are free to make choices and live
with the result of those choices.

So this year, on Thanksgiving day, take the day off, eat a
great meal, watch football on TV and do anything else
you’re free to do. Above all, remember to be thankful for
all the blessings and freedoms that you enjoy. 5
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Attitude is everything

A guest editorial
By Jim Rohn ~ Rohn International ~ from his website

he process of human change begins s

within us. We all have tremendous
potential. We all desire good results from
our efforts. Most of us are willing to
work hard and to pay the price that
success and happiness demand.

P %

!
-

Each of us has the ability to put our unique human poten-
tial into action and to acquire a desired result. But the one
thing that determines the level of our potential, that
produces the intensity of our activity, and that predicts the
quality of the result we receive is our attitude.

Attitude determines how much of the future we are
allowed to see. It decides the size of our dreams and influ-
ences our determination when we are faced with new chal-
lenges. No other person on earth has dominion over our
attitude. People can affect our attitude by teaching us poor
thinking habits or unintentionally misinforming us or pro-
viding us with negative sources of influence, but no one
can control our attitude unless we voluntarily surrender
that control.

No one else "makes us angry." We make ourselves angry
when we surrender control of our attitude. What someone
else may have done is irrelevant. We choose, not they.
They merely put our attitude to a test. If we select a vola-
tile attitude by becoming hostile, angry, jealous or suspi-
cious, then we have failed the test. If we condemn
ourselves by believing that we are unworthy, then again,
we have failed the test.

If we care at all about ourselves, then we must accept full
responsibility for our own feelings. We must learn to
guard against those feelings that have the capacity to lead
our attitude down the wrong path and to strengthen those
feelings that can lead us confidently into a better future.

If we want to receive the rewards the future holds in trust
for us, then we must exercise the most important choice
given to us as members of the human race by maintaining
total dominion over our attitude. Our attitude is an asset, a
treasure of great value, which must be protected accord-
ingly. Beware of the vandals and thieves among us who
would injure our positive attitude or seek to steal it away.

Having the right attitude is one of the basics that success
requires. The combination of a sound personal philosophy
and a positive attitude about ourselves and the world
around us gives us an inner strength and a firm resolve that
influences all the other areas of our existence. A

Man of Note honor roll

New Member Sponsor Man of Note #
Tom Hoover Rusty Cates 5
Lorin Weaver Walt Jewett 1
Tom Ogle Greg Cole 1

“Ambassador of Song” honor roll

R.F. Miller
Ed Hoffmann
Lee Cook
Walt Jewett
Chris Rumas
Bill Wolfe
Steve Kovach
Stan Popp
Lorin Weaver
Tom Hardy

Dave Kracker
Mike Craze
Dan Strader
Joe Dove

Roger Humbert
Bob Crowl

Tom Webb
Luther Hampton

Bruce VanHesteren

FRobvember Birthdaps

November 6 ~ Walt Jewett
November 10 ~ Tom Webb
November 27 ~ Dave Kracker

November 30 ~ Don Marcum

=

Chordsmen Quartets

Home Edition

John Maurer (T) (419) 289-3635 (Contact)

Jerry Starrett (L)
Bill Herdman (B)
Dave Kracker (Br)

Tim Brandt (T)

Bravada

Trevor Garrabrant (L)

Bob Crowl (B)

R.F. Miller (Br) (419) 884-2441 (Contact)

Gary Oswalt (T)
Frank Kovacs (L)

Mem’ries

Mike Craze (B) (419) 566-3772 (Contact)

Ed Sterle (Br)
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LEADERSHIP

President
Dan Strader
Music Director
Steve Kovach
Assistant Director
Dave Kracker
VP Music & Performance
Bob Crowl
VP Chapter Development
Joe Dove
VP Marketing & PR
R.F. 'Bob' Miller
VP YIH
Dave Kracker
Secretary
Bill Wolfe
Treasurer:
Dan Noe
Immediate Past President
Rusty Cates
Board Members at Large:
Bruce VanHesteren
Tim Hershey
Mike Craze
Tom Webb

Special
Performances
and Noteworthy

Events for 2008

Date: Saturday, December 13
Time: 5:00 to 9:00 PM

Event: Christmas at Malabar
Location: Malabar Farm Big House
Uniform: Black with Holiday attire

Date: Monday, December 22
Time: Meet 6:30 PM Sing 7:00 PM
Event: Christmas Party

Location: Altera Sterling House
Uniform: Black with Holiday attire

NOTE: Uniform: Black = black shoes, black
socks, black pants and black belt.
FCC Red Logo = Red FCC Logo Golf Shirt.

Get addicted to the
sound of a “locked”
barbershop chord!

Editor: R.F. ‘Bob’ Miller
330 Sherwood Dr
Lexington, OH 44904
Phone: 419-884-2441
Email: rfmiller@neo.rr.com

Unless otherwise credited, all articles and
photos are by R. F. Miller

This award winning bulletin
printed in cooperation with our
friends at:

The Ontario UPS Store

2152 Walker Lake Rd
Mansfield, OH 44903

Phone: 419-756-4800

Harmony for
life...

The Fun Center Chordsmen
Mansfield's Barbershop
Harmony Chorus
www.funcenterchordsmen.com

We meet every Monday
night at 7:00 PM at the First
Congregational Church, 640
Millsboro Rd. (corner of
Marion Ave. and Millsboro
Rd) in Mansfield.
Visitors and guests are
always welcome
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