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No Chordsmen knows Dick “Richie” 
Gahm better than Dave Kracker. I asked 
Dave to tell us a little about this remark-
able member. Ed. 
 
It is my pleasure to tell you all about my 
dear friend, Dick Gahm.  I first met this 
gentleman sometime in 1973. Dick and 
Joe Nixon were members of the Bucyrus 

Country Gentlemen and they invited me to ride along with 
them to a number of rehearsals over yonder.  

We met again when the Mansfield chapter got underway in 
late 1974, and the three of us were charter members of the 
new JAD chapter. Dick continued to sing with the Bucyrus 
chapter for at least another year. He was one of the first 
“dual members” I ever knew. 

Richard, as his dear wife Betty refers to him, is THE most 
dedicated Joe Barbershopper I have ever met. He has rarely 
missed chapter meetings (except during deer hunting  
season!) and has been very loyal in his attendance at our 
chorus performances over the past 35 years. Dick is just 
plain always there.  

How one man has been able to withstand doing our coffee 
and cookies for all these years is beyond me. As a singer, 
Dick has survived  quite a few directors, including me! He 
has had to make many adjustments to the demands placed 
upon our lead singers over the course of these many years, 
and he has seen many other men of his age and member-
ship length walk away from the challenge. The reason is  

simple. He loves barbershop harmony and he loves our life 
together as another form of family.   

From a personal standpoint, you would be hard pressed to 
find a more gentle and kind human being than Dick Gahm.  
He is one of the most generous, helpful persons I have ever 
met.  

Many men in the chorus have benefited from Dick’s won-
derful acts of giving. He gives so willingly of his time, his 
belongings, even his cash, never expecting one iota of  
return.  

In my own case, Dick helped us finish the basement in our 
new home way before I ever expected to have it done. I had 
asked him to simply help me build some storage areas on 
one side of the basement, but when all was said and done, 
he had added a great work bench area and the finishing of 
the other side of the basement!  Though Dick is 10+ years 
older than I am, he worked circles around me!  I also know 
that he has been a great neighbor and friend to so many 
other people in his circle.  Some of you have heard me say, 
and I mean it, “The man is a saint on earth”. 

Dick is 83 years old. He and Betty have been married for 
right close to 60 years.  If you haven’t ever heard the story, 
have him tell you how he built the home they have lived in 
from day one, their current home on Ford Road in the  
Madison area.  

The man can do about any kind of work there is to be done.  
He is in amazingly good physical 

Dick Gahm  
retires as Hospitality Chairman 

after 32 years of service 
 

Thank you Dick! 

See Dick Gahm on page 2 

Dick Gahm 



Today lets start with the “Do as I 
do” program. Most programs are 
designed to motivate people or to 
correct something or put some ac-
tion in place. That’s my description 
of programs. Coming from GM they 
had lots of big programs as well as  
too many chiefs and not enough 
Indians.  

We are not big in numbers and our 
chiefs, the directors and the board members are “working 
chiefs.” We also have working Indians. Along with the rest 
of you Indians, we are the Fun Center Chordsmen and 
proud of it. 

In the last few months we have seen new faces come to 
check us out. Yes, we have fun together as we introduce 
the guests and hear the Cat Calls “Joe has been shopping at 
Wal-mart again.”  I am sensing you guys are beginning to 
get the idea to “do as I do” and that you may have found 
your Wal-marts. That  means wherever you are, work, 
church, playing golf, having your car fixed, getting your 
groceries, or eating out, you come in contact with  potential 
chorus members.  

When you are doing your banking look at the female tellers 
left hand to see if she is married and ASK if her husband 
likes to sing. No ring?  ASK if her boy friend likes to sing.  
Yes you may get some funny looks but proudly say “I sing 
with the Fun Center Chordsmen, a men’s singing group and 
we are looking for new potential members.”  

Remember, just as our director tells us to over do it until I 
tell you to stop, you will find your happy medium as you 
remember to ASK guys to come check us out and join in 
the fun of singing barbershop harmony. And it is fun or you 
wouldn’t be reading this article! 

Go shopping...the rewards are going to be GREAT as we 
grow in NUMBERS, thanks for listening and keep smiling 
and singing your very best, every time, all the time! �  
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Joe dove 

condition and has been blessed with unbelievable good 
health.  Better yet, he is so comfortable in his spiritual 
health and is just so at peace with himself and the world 
around him.  

In addition, for the past several years, Dick has been an 
integral part of the “set design and construction” crew for 
the annual show. 

In case you didn’t know, Dick is a flea market guru, can 
fix and refurbish just about anything he lays his hands on, 
and then sell it at the market. For years, Dick gave much of 
this money to his grandchildren for their spending money 
when they were in college. He is rightly proud of this ac-
complishment. 

As you might have gathered by now, I really admire and 
look up to this wonderful man. He has been a great mentor 
to me, not about music, but about life. He helps me put up 
and take down the big Pat Kracker Breast Cancer Fund 
signs at the Health Department every single year.  He’s my 
“budd” and I love him dearly. For ALL these things, Dick, 
THANK YOU SO MUCH.   �  

Joe launches the 
“Do as I do” program 

By: Joe Dove ~ VP Membership 

Dick Gahm from page 1 

· January: Dick Gahm elected Program Vice President 

· February: How many in your quartet? Five is the 
answer this month. A Barbershop Quintet (no name) 
with Gary Oswalt (T), Russell Glenn (L), Tim  
Clingan (L), Ed Sterle (Br) Roger Humbert (B) 
sang for the Richland County Trustees and Clerks 
Association and the Franklin Township Volunteer 
Fireman’s annual chili supper 

· March:  The FCC had a “sell out” with people turned 
away at the door for their annual show.  

· April: The Fun Center Chordsmen welcomed five 
new members. 

· May: Report of the previous A.F.A. (Auditions for 
Admission) night showed 26 guests and 15 new mem-
bers. 

· August: Dick Gahm was in the process of organizing 
the FCC Family picnic scheduled for September 16 at 
the Therm-0-Disk park. 

 

Back in the day 
 1976 

Individual commitment to a group effort -- 
that is what makes a team work, a company 
work, a society work, a civilization work.  

Vince Lombardi 
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A man is running around Mid-Town 
Manhattan. He's late. He's dressed in a 
Tuxedo and overcoat.  He's carrying a 
violin case under his arm. He's LOST! 
He finally stops another man and says, 
"Excuse me, Sir?  How do you get 
to Carnegie Hall?" The man looks at the 
weary violinist and says, Practice, Prac-
tice, Practice!" 

Sure...you've heard that one before...it's 
an oldie but a goodie!  But did you no-

tice the punch line? The man says, "Practice, Practice, 
Practice!" “NOT Rehearsal, Rehearsal, Rehearsal!"  

We're really singing well. Do you notice? Do you hear 
it?  I really hope so! We're working hard during rehears-
als...but I wonder what our world would be like if we 
worked this hard during the week as well. 

Monday nights are a great time to get together and sing, 
have fun, and make some pretty darned good music. Dave, 
Trevor and I take you through the paces. We listen, we  
diagnose, and we correct as needed. The rest of the week is 
up to you. 

This all comes down to the definitions of rehearsal and 
practice. 

Rehearsal: A preparatory event in music and theatre (and 
in other contexts) that is performed before the official  
public performance, to ensure that all details of the  
performance are adequate for professional presentation. 

Practice: Repetition of an activity to improve skill. 

Maybe these definitions spark something in your mind. 
Maybe you could look at these concepts a little differently. 

For me the bottom line on practice is repetition. You'll note 
that we do A LOT of that on Monday nights. I think that is 
because we are NOT doing a lot of that during the week. IF 
we/you took the time to run these songs...run the trouble 
spots that you have identified for yourself, our repetition 
would be less during rehearsal. 

IF more practice time was created during the week, our  
rehearsal would take on a different form. We would be able 
to move to the artistry and performance aspect of what we 
do. I try to get there once in awhile, but it is difficult for 
me to do that when I am distracted by the 'practice items'. 

What does this mean to you...how does this translate? It 
can be simple or complex. It can be as easy as looking at 

your notes from the previous rehearsal...take a look at all 
the things you circled or noted in your music from the most 
recent rehearsal. OR you can do that and sing through it. 
OR you can do those two things in conjunction with the 
recording you made. 

That thought brings me to 
recording.  I'm calling you out 
on this...finally. IF you are a 
person that has NEVER re-
corded a rehearsal for practice 
purposes, I want you to talk to 
me. If you don't talk to me, I 
will make note of who you 
are, and I will talk to you. 
Either way, I'm coming...I 
want to know WHY you feel 
that this part of the process 
won't help you. 

My goal by the end of the year is to have a recorder in  
everyone's hand. Are they too expensive? If so, we'll get a 
number of 'loaners' to have on hand at rehearsals. You 
check it out at the beginning of the rehearsal and turn it in 
at the end of the rehearsal--you bring a single cassette tape. 
Take that tape home AND LISTEN TO IT! You might not 
like what you hear. But that's the point. I want you to hear 
your OWN improvement over the course of your  
PRACTICE time. 

Guys...I need a commitment from each and every one of 
you.  A commitment that will be met! I'm calling you out. 
I hear things in the chorus that are WONDERFUL. I wan t 
to hear that more often. I want to hear it consistently. I 
want people to hear us and say, "Wow...I want to be a part 
of that group." There's one way to do that. "PRACTICE, 
PRACTICE, PRACTICE"      �  

Rehearsal vs Practice  -  what’s it going to be 

Steve Kovach 

By: Steve Kovach~ Music Director 

· Main Entry: com·mit·ment  
· Pronunciation: \k� -mit-m� nt\ 
· Function: noun 
      By definition:  
1. An act of committing to a charge or trust. 
2. An agreement or pledge to do something in 

the future. 
 
Do we have what it takes to accept the challenge? 

What is a commitment 
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By: Tom Hoover ~ Chapter Secretary 
ries being re-
called of loved 
ones gone by? 
Do you remem-
ber heads down, 
almost in prayer 
or were they in 
tears, as a strong 
soul came to the 
very edge of 
almost being 
overwhelmed by the memory of a life experience?   

Memories also impacted us that day. Many of us placed our 
feet directly on the line of experiential music performance 
and let our souls influence our sound as we never have be-
fore. We took the risk of being one with the music.  

Yes, at times voices cracked and waivered, but how could it 
be otherwise. To have given less of ourselves that day 
would have been an insult to our audience, living and dead.   

To our fellow 
C h o r d s m e n , 
who could not 
be physically 
present with us, 
rest assured you 
were there too.  
A Chordsmen 
performance is 
composed not 
only of those 

who are on the risers, it also includes all Chordsmen who 
have ever stepped foot on the risers, or sat in a rehearsal 
chair.  

You see, just as we saw in our audience on the 29th, memo-
ries of past events have a profound impact on who we are 
and what we experience today. If the 29th had any impact on 
our audience, or us, it was due to the work and effort of all 
our Chordsmen brethren. Yes, living and departed.  

May we never forget that every time we step on the risers or 
sit in a rehearsal chair we are surrounded by memories. �  

August-September 2009 

August 29, 2009 marked a special 
day for me, and I think for many of 
you as well. It was a day when The 
Chordsmen were blessed to perform 
in front of 400+ support personnel of 
the Western Reserve National Ceme-
tery. Many of you expressed your 
thoughts regarding that day.  

We were all touched in special ways as we prepared to 
perform, as we performed and even after we performed. 
Many singers go through their entire singing career 
searching for an audience, a location and experience like 
that. If you were present for that day let your mind travel 

back in time and remember. Yes, I know you agree; many 
memories were created that day.   

If our memories are only of singing at the National Ceme-
tery, or remembering that we actually sounded pretty 
good, or that we wondered if our voices would carry even 
to the front row of the audience, then this experience 
would have been far less meaningful than it actually was.   

You see, I believe our music not only touched hearts that 
day, but that our notes and words found their way to the 
very core of human existence for many who were within 
range of our 
sound. Just in 
case you doubt 
me, please recall 
the faces of our 
audience. Do 
you remember 
t he  d i s t a n t 
l ooks?  T he  
facial expres-
sions of memo-

Chordsmen sing on hollowed ground 

Tom Hoover 

A letter of appreciation has been 
received from the 555th Honors  
Detachment of the Western Reserve 
National Cemetery. 
 
It is printed on page 5. 
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I’m hoping that this article will make 
our singing better by explaining some-
thing that we all need to be aware of so 
we can make adjustments to our de-
fault.  

How many times have you  noticed 
that, as you are singing a number and 
looking at the director, it is apparent 
that your focus is on his mouth and not 

on his hands? This is a pitfall we all must avoid if our  
vocal production is going to improve. I have to admit, I 
have caught myself doing this as well. From this point on, 
I want to make you aware of ONE, why each of us should 
work hard to NOT do this, and TWO, explain the benefits 
gained by watching the director’s hands. 

Let’s tackle the first part. Why are our eyes on the mouth 
of the person out front? Most likely it is because we don’t 
really know the song. The first question that comes to 
mind is,  “Why don’t we know the words?” Second, “If 
we don’t know the words, do we not know the notes as 
well?”  

We are not currently performing any music that is new. 
The only exception is the new tag on the “Irish Blessing.” 
We have had everything else in our current performance 
package for months and for some, several years. If you are 
not sure of words and/or notes, maybe some time at home 
looking at the music every now and then would help you. I 
often  get mine out and reinforce notes and words. I think 
you will find that we have a lot of our guys reviewing their 
music as well. I’m sure the director is mouthing the words 
to make sure he directs according to the established interp.  

There are, most likely, many other reasons as well. Just 
think of what you would do if the director DID NOT 
mouth the words  

Let’s now look at some of the benefits of watching the 
hands. First, if you are relying on the director for the 
words, you WILL be behind.  

Second, you might miss a pause or cutoff. Remember, if 
the person directing makes a mistake on the interp, we will 
all be with him if we are watching the hands. Don’t misin-
terpret my point here, ALL THREE of our directors help 
us with  interp by directing with very clear hand move-
ments, lots of face and emotion. If we are comfortable 
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with notes and words, we can watch the person out front 
and concentrate on the hands. 

Check yourself the next time we sing before an audience. If 
you find that you have some word or note problems, get 
your music out and make sure you have these areas fixed 
before the next performance.  

Barbershopping is a lot more rewarding when we have the 
notes and words clearly in our minds. It is only then that we 
all can focus on  performing our craft and creating that spe-
cial sound that is good barbershop. The other Chorus mem-
bers deserve your best. So do our audiences.  �  

It’s all about  
the hands 

By: Bob Crowl ~ VP Music and Performance 

Bob Crowl 

Special thanks to: 
· Stan Popp and Gayle Ray for 
arranging and coordinating the per-
formance at the Western Reserve 
National Cemetery. The risers were 
there and set up when everyone  
arrived. 

· Trevor Garrabrant  and Dave 
Kracker  for a great job of directing 
our performance at the Western 
Reserve National Cemetery. 

A Tip ‘O the  S
kim-

The CD Project Team will be meet-
ing soon to discuss and finalize the 
songs to be recorded for the CD. In 
June a tentative list of songs was 
established and that list must be 
finalized. 

One of the songs will be “How 
Deep is the Ocean.” It’s also one of 
the contest songs. That’s why Steve worked it so hard  
during the last rehearsal. 

We’re also investigating another recording process. One of 
the members of Cadillac Jack has all the equipment needed 
to record using a computer and special editing software. 
We are attempting to set up a test recording session to see 
if this system will work for us.  

With the special  software the time spent in post recording 
editing will be greatly reduced and the results will be  
better. That is if the test session goes according to plan. 

I’ll coordinate with Steve and establish a test session date. 
The test session will probably be at Southside Christian.  �  

CD Project update 
By: R.F. Miller ~ CD Project Coordinator 



As you have all heard from our chapter 
discussions, Harmony Camp 2009 was 
a huge success in terms of the number 
of campers in attendance and the final 
musical product given at the Stars of 
the Night Show on August 15th at the 
Veterans Memorial Auditorium in Co-
lumbus.  A final financial report has 
still not been given, but I’m trusting it 

will be a positive one. 
 
This year, our chapter sponsored a total of 17 area stu-
dents to Harmony Camp at a total cost of $2761.  Most of 
the campers were given $150 scholarships, but four of 
them received amounts up to $200 each. By comparison, 
we sponsored 18 campers for a total of $2,668 in 2008, 
and 22 campers for a total of $3,300 in 2007. Our goal 
this year was to sponsor 25 students, and at one point we 

Dave Kracker 
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Harmony Camp report had 23 on our list, but lots of things happen to create last 
minute changes when you’re dealing with today’s busy 
teenage population!  We will shoot for that magical number 
of 25 again in 2010. 
 
Here is where our campers came from this year: 
 

· *  Mansfield Sr. HS      6 

· *  Crestline HS              5 

· *  Crestview HS            3 

· *  Mapleton HS             1 

· *  Madison HS              1 

· *  Centerburg HS          1 
 
Regarding our chapter’s Youth In Harmony activities, we 
visited 11 schools, doing 16 classroom presentations in 
front of approximately 743 students.   
 
This effort is an improvement over our 2008 figures of  
having visited 7 schools, doing 11 classroom presentations.  
Overall, it was a very good Youth In Harmony effort.  
Thanks to all! 

School                            # classes            Est. # students                  Presentation done by 
 
Mapleton                                2                         80                            Home Ed. w/Rusty Cates 
Fredericktown                        2                        100                           Home Ed. 
Galion St. Joseph Elem.         1                        100                           Good Company 
Crestview MS and HS            2                          80                           Bravada 
Mansfield Sr.                          2                          70                           Home Ed. 
Bucyrus                                  1                           60                           Bravada 
Hillsdale                                 1                           70                           Home Ed. w/Bob Crowl 
Madison JH                            1                           40                           Cates, Maurer, Crowl, Kracker 
St. Peter’s (new)                     1                           25                           Mem’ries 
Galion                                     2                           68                           Good Company 
Madison HS                            1                           50                           Ben Cates, Hull, Crowl, Kracker 

By: Dave Kracker ~ VP YIH 

Another great tag 
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The summer was 
full of fun for  

the Chordsmen 

Buckeye Blend at the FCC Picnic in July 
Photo by Luther Hampton 

Good Company at the FCC Picnic in July 
Photo by Luther Hampton 

Home Edition sings at the Shelby Park Concert 
Photo by Greg Cole 

2008 JAD District Quartet Champs Cadillac Jack 
Made a guest appearance at the Shelby Park 

Concert in the park series. 
Photo by Greg Cole 

The Fun Center Chordsmen at 
Shelby Park 

Photo by Greg Cole 



Quartet Corner 
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On June 26, we joined Good 
Company for a joint sing in 
Ashland.  This took place in 
Ashland’s downtown park at 
lunchtime and was under the 
auspices of the United Way 
Campaign summer concert  
series. It’s best to have at least 
two quartets since they want an 
hour and a half of singing.  Each 
quartet sang a few and we also 
formed an octet for three songs.  

We had blue sky and low humidity which made it a  
perfect day to sing. 

We celebrated the Fourth Of July singing at the Country 
Club.  Each year the Country Club has a July 4 party for 
their members and families.  They had a large tent set up 
at the west end of the building which, if nothing else, pro-
vided us with a dry venue in case of rain.  The attendance 
wasn’t as much as the planners expected but we sang as if 
there was a full house and had a great time.  With the cur-
rent economic downturn they decided not to end the eve-
ning with fireworks so we did what we could and finished 
with that hair-raising tune, “Blew By You”. 

Julie Baker of the Bellville Chamber of Commerce  
approached us with an invitation to sing on the evening of 
July 25 at the band stand for a night of barbershop and ice 
cream, two of our favorite food groups.  Through this 
summer Bellville is having concerts to raise money for the 
renovation of the band stand.   

Since we were singing for the initial concert night, the 
planners hadn’t done this before and didn’t know how 
long they wanted us to sing but suggested an hour and a 
half.  We asked if another quartet could join us and they 
heartily agreed.  Bravada couldn’t join us, so, we asked 
Good Company and they were able to do it.  All was 
going well until John Maurer, tenor of Home Edition, 
informed us that due to losing one of his employees he 
was going to have to do the photo shoot himself and 
couldn’t sing at the start but he might be able to join us at 
the end.    

I went on vacation while the tenor search was on and 
found when I returned that Tim Brandt , tenor of  

Bravada, would be able to fill in for John.  We couldn’t 
practice as a foursome until an hour before the concert. We 
did so in the old firehouse across the street from the band 
stand. The planners also didn’t consider the need for a 
sound system but we were able to secure Matt Madden and 
his sound system. The acoustics were really good in the 
firehouse and we would’ve liked to have done the concert in 
there. We found out later that if it had rained the concert 
was to be in the firehouse. The turnout was excellent with 
many people walking with their lawn chairs from their 
neighborhood homes. Both quartets had a great time and, 
yes, John was able to join us for three songs at the end. 

Home Edition was pleased that we could all make the sing 
in Shelby on the July 29. The audience was large and very 
receptive which increased the fun that the chorus and quar-
tets had.  It was an especially nice evening since Cadillac 
Jack could be with us as well.   �  

Bravada received a high compli-
ment a couple of months ago. 
We were asked to sing on the 
same show with the Buckeyes  
when they performed on Satur-
day night August, 22 for the 
Seton Parish Lawn Fete in Pick-
erington, OH. 

When asked, Bravada jumped at 
the chance. We decided on our 
two numbers and worked hard to 
make sure that we performed 
well in front of the Buckeyes 
large crowd. 

But alas, a week before the performance, we had to cancel. 
What a bummer! Why did we have to cancel? Well, it 
seems that on July 30, the Baritone was on vacation in 
North Carolina and “fell off a rock.” Yep, I did my stupid 
thing for the year. Had several stitches in my forehead,  
upper lip and had deep scrapes on my left hand, and right 
elbow. Lost a front tooth and suffered a “non-displaced 
fracture” in my right leg.  

So, being confined to using crutches for a few weeks, we 
had no choice but to cancel. Thanks to the other members of 
Bravada for being so understanding. And I’ll abide by your 
threats to not do anything that stupid ever again. 

But the good news is, I should be fully recovered by the Fall 
Convention and Contest.  

Home Edition drafts others to complete 
singing engagements 

By: Bill Herdman ~ Bass ~ Home Edition 

Bravada misses  chance to sing on 
the show with the Buckeyes 

By: R.F. Miller ~ Bari ~ Bravada 

Bravada 

Home Edition 



Many times when we take vaca-
tion trips to get away and relax.  
We will also take along a book or 
two, a craft project, or some other 
hobby pursuit.  But what does a 
barbershopper do for his hobby?  
Maybe you can take three other 
guys with you for a quartet or 
listen to recordings. Whatever you 

do, there is an alternative.  See if there is a chorus in the 
vicinity of your vacation site and visit! 

For one week in July we basked on the beach at Emerald 
Isle, North Carolina. Since I had done this one other time, 
I knew of a chorus in New Bern, NC, which was about 45 
minutes away.  In researching the internet, I found that the 
chorus had grown since I last visited and now had a  
female director. I learned the night they met and location 
and scheduled that night in my vacation itinerary. I con-
tacted the chorus to verify the internet information and 
told them to expect a visit from my son and me. 

We had no problem finding the church in which they prac-
ticed.  They were expecting us and welcomed us heartily.  
We were given chairs in our appropriate sections and 
given music as needed. 

The first thing they did was teach a new song to the chorus 
by a method they had never tried before. The song was 
“When I Lift Up My Head.” At least it was one I knew.  
The learning technique was one I had never heard of. The 
full mix was played to the chorus two times for tune  
familiarity. We then broke up into sectionals. Each room 
had a CD player and each section would listen to their part 
predominant three times.  

The music was then handed out and we were to listen to 
the recording three times following the music in our heads 
but not singing. Then we listened three more times and 
could lightly hum the part. Then next three times we could 
“doo-doo” the notes. We could then finally sing it three 
times with the recording.   

Everyone then assembled back in the meeting room, put 
the chairs in a circle (sound familiar?) and sang the song 
all together.  Out of 28 singers there were three of us who 
knew the song, but the group sang it like they had been 
working on for a few weeks. At this point the director 
started tweaking certain sections and even individuals.  It 
was even tried off-paper and they did very well. 

This was an interesting learning experience and only  
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“Ambassador of Song” honor roll  
R.F. Miller 
Ed Hoffmann 
Lee Cook 
Walt Jewett 
Chris Rumas  
Bill Wolfe 
Steve Kovach  
Stan Popp 
Lorin Weaver 
Bill Herdman 

Dave Kracker 
Mike Craze 
Dan Strader 
Joe Dove 
Bruce VanHesteren 
Roger Humbert 
Bob Crowl 
Tom Webb 
Luther Hampton 
 

because I chose to visit another chapter. I would add that 
the director teaches the choral department at the local high 
school, is a church organist, is the rehearsal accompanist 
for the area symphony chorus. She is also involved in other 
musical endeavors.  

The teaching of the new song was done by their music 
team. The director handled the warm-ups, tweaking the 
new song, and directing the other songs for the night.  We 
had great fun and they included a song parody that men-
tioned the word “Yankee” but the context was not in refer-
ence to baseball.  They laughed and said they threw that 
one in for our benefit.    

To find a chapter in a city or town you’re visiting, go to the 
society website and click on find a chapter. If there is one, 
it will give you the location and the name of the contact 
person and his phone number or e-mail address. If the 
chapter has a web site you can find more information that 
way. 

So, keep this in mind when traveling.  If you can work it in, 
try to visit another chapter.  I’m already looking forward to 
next year and hoping I can visit again. �  

New Bern, NC chapter gets 
Yankee Chordsmen visit 

By: Bill Herdman ~ Bass Section Leader 

Bill Herdman 

Become an Ambassador 
 
You may have noticed the Ambassador of Song “dangly”  
on several members’ name badges. This means that they 
have committed to an annual or monthly donation of at 
least $5 (suggest $10) to the Harmony Foundation. When 
you sign up, you can dictate up to 30% of your donation to 
be returned to the district and/or chapter. Most split the 
donation to 15% to the district and 15% to the chapter.  

What a great way to support our hobby. If you’re already an 
Ambassador of Song, thank you. If not, please consider 
becoming one and see Dan Strader or R. F. Miller for an 
application.   �  
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 Bravada  (2001)  
Tim Brandt (T) 
Trevor Garrabrant (L) 
Bob Crowl (B) 
R.F. Miller (Br) (419) 884-2441 (Contact) 
 

Chordially Yours  (2004) 
Gayle Ray (T) 
Dan Strader (L) 
Stan Popp (B) (419) 756-0098 (contact) 
Frank DeWitt (Br) 
 

Good Company  (2008) 
Tom Webb (T) 
Lee Hull (L) 
Tom Hoover (B) 
Chris Rumas (Br) (419) 886-3163 (contact) 

 
Home Edition  (1991)  

John Maurer (T) (419) 289-3635 (Contact) 
Jerry Starrett (L) 
Bill Herdman (B) 
Dave Kracker (Br) 
     

Mem’ries  (2008) 
Gary Oswalt (T) 
Frank Kovacs (L) 
Mike Craze (B) (419) 566-3772 (Contact) 
Ed Sterle (Br) 

Chordsmen Quartets 
(alpha order & year founded) 

New Member Sponsor Man of Note # 
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Man of Note honor roll 2009 

I don’t want to steal any of Joe Dove’s 
thunder when it comes to inviting guests 
to visit our chapter meeting. But there is 
something you should know about how 
the Barbershop Harmony Society (BHS) 
thinks of this process. 

When a visitor decides to become a member, he  
completes the application and indicates which member 
was responsible for peaking his interest in the Fun Center 
Chordsmen e.g. his sponsor. The sponsor’s number goes 
on the application. When the application is approved by 
the FCC Board, it is forwarded to the BHS. 

When the Society receives the application, it immediately 
rewards the sponsor with a “Man of Note” (MON) pin.  

Why does the Society put so much emphasis on a MON? 
They believe that if the existing member takes the respon-
sibility of inviting a guest and nurtures that guest into 
membership, he should be recognized for doing some-
thing that others may not have done. 

A “Man of Note” pin is something to be cherished. In our 
chapter we have several who have been recognized for 
outstanding effort of recruiting new members. Here are 
the Fun Center Chordsmen and their total Men of Note. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to these member for continued support of the 
chapter.   �  

What’s so special about a MON 

Points to Ponder 
 an editorial 

August 
Aug 1 ~ Eric Miller 
Aug 3 ~ Greg Cole 
Aug 6 ~ Bruce Van Hesteren 
Aug 13 ~ Tom Hoover 
Aug 30 ~ Bob Crowl  
 

September 
Sept 23 ~ Mike Banish 
  Wally Wright 
Sept 24 ~ Richard Adkison 
Sept 27 ~ James Brooks 
   Jerry Starrett 
Sept 30 ~ Steve Kovach 

Member Men of Note 

Dave Kracker 14 

Ed Hoffmann 12 

R.F. Miller 8 

Ed Sterle 7 

Joe Dove 7 

Roger Humbert 6 

Rusty Cates 5 

Norb Bruns 3 

Frank DeWitt 3 

Terry Loughman 3 

Tom Nixon 3 

9  Members with  2 

7  Members with 1 



President 
 Dan Strader 
Music Director 
 Steve Kovach  
Assistant  Directors 
 Dave Kracker 
 Trevor Garrabrant 
VP Music & Performance 
 Bob Crowl 
VP Chapter Development 
 Joe Dove 
VP Marketing & PR 
 R.F. 'Bob' Miller  
VP YIH 
 Dave Kracker 
Secretary 
 Tom Hoover 
Treasurer: 
 Lorin Weaver 
Immediate Past President 
 Rusty Cates 
Board Members at Large: 
 Terry Loughman  
 Dick Gahm 
 Mike Craze 
 Lee Cook 

Editor: R.F. ‘Bob’ Miller 
330 Sherwood Dr. 

Lexington, OH 44904 
Ph: 419-884-2441 

The Year of the 
Chapter 
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The Fun Center Chordsmen 
Mansfield's Barbershop 

 Harmony Chorus 
www.funcenterchordsmen.com 

 
We meet every Monday 
night at 7:00 PM at the First  
Congregational Church,  640 
Millsboro Rd. (corner of 
Marion Ave. and Millsboro 
Rd) in Mansfield.  

Visitors and guests are  
always welcome 

Unless otherwise credited, all articles and 
photos are by R. F. Miller 
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